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Texas Department of Health 
WIIiiam R Archer IL M.D. 1100 west 49thstmt 
commissioner of Health Austin, Texas 787X-3199 

(512) 458-7111 

TEXAS BOARD OF HEALTH 

Walker D. W&mm, Jr.,MEXhaiman 
Mary E Ceverha,Ml?A.,Vic&hair 
Kent M. Adams. J.D. 
h4ario R. Anulldua, M.D. 
David L. Cc&?., P.E. 
Ruth F. Stewart+ MS., RNC. 

Aamey General of Texas 
209 w. 14th street 
Austio, Texas 78701 

Dear General Morales: 

I-tti 1z1yw 

Opinion Camrnitte~ 
1 am writing to request an Atiormy GeneraPs Opiion under antiwriQ’ of Texas Gov’t code Ann. 
W2.0420(2h 

Since 1977, Vernon’s An& Civ. St. art. 4447-2, $1 (now, f&&h and Safety Code 5673.002) 
hasrcquindthatifachildundertheagaoftwoinTexasdiessuddenyorisfounddeadandthe 
cause of death is unknown, the Justice of the peace, coroner, or m&Cal examiner must inform 
the child’s parents or legal guardian that if they request an autopsy; the state will pay the 
reasonable casts of the autopsy. The commissioner of health must determine whether a claim for 
the costs of the autopsy is reasonable and proper, and if so, shall iostzuct the comptroller to py 
the CIaim from thlds appmprW for that purpose. 

Health and Safety Code $673.002 has never beeo repealed or ameoded by the Legislalun, and 
Family Code, Chapter 264 rcqnires no involvcmcnt by the conurhdoner of health in obtaioi% 

Not for counties for the cost of autopsies conducted as part of investigations of child 
&lItiea. No general revenue foods have been appropriated to the Texas De$arrmcnt of I&zalth 
for this purpose, but the department has alIocati approximately $2o.o00 annually fmm federal 
maternal and child health grant funds to pay a portion of &se claims for pediatric autopsies. 



FEB-12-96 T!+U 11:33 AH GENERAL COUNSEL FFlX NO. 512 458 7290 P.03106 

l%e Honorable Dan Morah 
Page Two 

~deparcment’sofficeof~coUnselhasansweredthisquestionintheaffirmative,and 
the basis for that cmchion may be found in the enclosed le@f ophioa. Yom cm&kmtion of 
this request will be greatly appmiated. If you need additional iaformalion or have quesths, 
please wntact the assigned s&B attorney, Michael G. Young, at (512) 458-7236. 

c: senator Judith Zaffii 
senator Florwee Shapiro 


